_CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 











One . dollar per annum.) 


.532o0.---—-0€-06€6 €0€20—000000—0—0—0—0—9— ———— 


“T AM SET FOR THE DEFENCE OF THE GOSPEL.”—Paw. 





en in nal 





VOL. VL] 


—— 





PORTLAND, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 1826. 


[No. ae 








[Selected for the Christian Lutelligencer.] 


THE RICH MAN J AND LAZ 


ST. LUKE xvi. 19—S1. 


ARUS. 


i as hat were, in point “of privileges, they might be 
'represented by a man of affluence, abounding in 
| prosperity and delights, or ‘faring sumptuously 


That the paragraph to which we allude, is a| every day.” 


parable, scarcely admits of a question. 


To at- | 


2. In “Lazarus” we have the picture of those 


tempt its explanation as an historical account of POOF and comparatively miserable Gentiles, to 


two men, the one a miser, and the other a beggar, 
involves so many inconsistencies and absurdities, 
that we are convinced the divine author did not | 
mean to be so understood. The connexion in| 
which it is recorded bears convincing evidence, 
that it isa parable. Nothing could be done to} 
render it’more certain, but Positiv ely to declare | 
it to he such. Even those who pretend to explain | 
it as the biography of two individuals, are by no 
means satisfied, without making it parabolical ; 


for they consider it a representation of the final || 


destiny of others. Some have contended that Jesus 
asserted, “There was a certain rich man”—and 
therefore, refuse to explain it asa parable. In 
reply, we need only observe—That was the man- 
ner in which he frequently introduced his para- 
bles, and probably, to render them the more 
He also said, ‘tA cer- 


striking and impressive. 
tain creditor had two debtors”—‘‘a certain man | 


had two sons: the younger of them said’”—and 
“there was a certain rich man who had a stew- 
ard ;” but who ever disputed their being para- 
bles? To suppose that two men actually con- 
versed with each other, in a future state of 


existence, the one infolded in the bosom of Abra- | 


ham and the other enveloped in flames of fire, 


and that they adverted to circumstances of their || 
former state of being, which must be true, if the | 
account be literal, is so fanciful and childish, and | 


presents such irrational conceptions of the future 
world, as renders a formal refutation unnecessary. 


Let us then, consider it, as it really is, a very |) 


important and instructive parable, when under- |) 
standingly interpreted ; and let us dispossess our- | 
selves of all unreasonable prejudices, if any we 
may have imbibed, that rational and conclusi sive | 
arguments may have their proper influence upon || 
the mind. 

1. The “rich man” represents the Scribes and | 
Pharisees who rejected the Lord Jesus and his || 


1] 
ministry, accounting themselves in legal posses- 


sion of all the ric hes, which he promised to con- 
fer. And it might be said with as much propr iety | 
and on the same principle, that they had the good | 
things of the gospel, as they are called 

children of the kingdom,” about to be expe lied ; 
that it is said of them, “the kingdom of heaven 
within you.” Both as they viewed themselves 


— & 


| whom the gospel had not been preached, and who 
| were, in the order of Providence, laid at the gate 
of the Jews, being their neighbors, desiring to 
“receive from them, some intelligence concerning: 
him, who was “the bread of God that came down 
from heaven.” The smatterings of knowledge 
| which some a the Gentiles obtained of the true 
God, enabled them to say, “‘We are also his off- 
spring ;” to mitigate their pains and keal their 
| wounds, as intimated in the twenty-first verse. 

3. The death of the beggar, (in a figurative 
sense,) shows that the Gentiles would fail of 
obtaining a knowledge of the true God in Christ, 
whicli is eternal life, by the Jews, and despair of 
| being enlightened by the mission of Jesus ; and, 
that it might be fulfilled, ‘I was found of thei, 
that sought me not,” the ministry of reconcilia- 





“the || 


ory |) 


‘ko 1 Messiah, they 
and || promis 6 10 


tion would be taken away from the Jews, and 
given to those who were ‘‘dead in trespasses and 
} sins. ” The carrying of Lazarus to Abraham's 
| bosom, implies, that they would be translated 
| from darkness to light, sit together in heavenly 
| places in Christ and enjoy the marvellous light 
of that kingdom, believing in the establishment 
of which, ‘ Aivehen rejoic ‘ed and was glad.” 

4. The period in which the ministration ‘of 
life was committed to the Jews, who were taught 
‘by Jesus and his angels, or messengers, to whom it 
was said, “Go not into the way of the Gentiles, 
and—Samaritans ; but go rather to the lost sheep 
(of the house of Israel,” is called their “life-time ;” 
|| and consequently, the death of the rich man, rep- 

resents the loss they would sustain, in having the 
|| ministry of Life taken from them, ‘and being left 
to the tninistration of death and condemnation.—~ 
That they would be ‘‘buried” in the shadows and 
'ceremonies of the law, and in that hades, trans- 
| lated “thell,” or place of confinement, be entangled 
in questions concerning the prophecies, relating 
‘to thé Messiah ; and by them behold A¥raham, 
(whose children they professed to be,) and the 
| Gentiles s, with him, as believers in the Saviour, 
|| whom they had rejected. Suspicious that he was 
| the promised Seed, but not fully ‘believing,.they 
| would appeal to father Abraham for assistance ; 
‘that is, examining the predictions relative to the 
would compare them with the 
Abraham, tliat in his Seed all nations 
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should be blessed; praying that if the Messiah 





\fould be like drops of water to a burning tongue, 






prophets and of Moses. 

Should any one contend that literal death must | 
be meant, they will find their error corrected, | 
y by noticing the sense in which the word is used, | 
in the parable of the prodigal son ; in which wf) 
have as positive an assertion that he ‘twas dead,” | 
as we have of the death of the rich man. If one 
was literal death, so was the other. St. Paul) 
also says of these same blinded Jews, who were 
east out of the kingdom, as I have represented, | 
‘i “If the casting away of them, be the reconciling 
of the world, (the Gentiles,) what shall the re-| 
ceiving of them he, but life from the dead ?” 

5. Abraham’s reply, “Son, remember’, Ke. 
teaches, that although the Pharisees were his 
descendants, they would feel an infernal conviction, 
while conversiag with him through the medium 
ol the prophecies, that they had had the good things 
of the kingdom, while the gospel of life was 
preached to them, called their life-time ; and that 
those to whom it was afterwards sent, were, at 
that time, destitute.of it. Besides which, they 
vould be brought to realize their moral distance 





























preached to the Geatiles, were the true Prophet, | 
that they mtght bear to them such iutimations, as | which they hadenjoyed without being converted. 


and enable them to understand the language of the || 








from him whom they addressed as father, or that 







tremely miserable ; represented by ‘a great gulf.” 





ed,” that i: was as auch impossible for the 
Gentiles to reclaim them, as it was for the suf. 








Father. 

6. The request to have Lazarus sent to their 
“five brethren,” sets forth the desire that the 
Scribes, Pharisees, and others would feel, (more 
especially, perhaps, during the extreme suffer- 
ings preceding the destruction of Jerusalem.) 
that the gospel might be preached by Gentile 
converts, to those children of Abraham, who 
were in other places and cities, thae if Jesus 
were the true Messiah, they might believe in him 
and not perish. 

7. Abraham’s answer, ‘They have Moses and 
the Prophets, let threm hear them,” alludes to the 
rophetic testimony in favor of Jesus as the 
Messiah ; and the solicitation of the rich man, 
that one might ‘‘be sent them from ‘the dead,” 
implies a desire, that the preaching of the Gen- 
tile converts, might reform those Jews, intended 
by the five brethren. 

5. Abraham’s rejoinder, “If they hear not 
Moses and the prepheis, neither will they be per- 
snaded, though one rose from the dead.” relates 
to the peinted reprimand, which those who had 

























unbelief of heart, by which they were brokea off | 
from their natural stock, and rendered so ex- 


heir unbelief and hardness of heart were so “fix- | 


ferers to return, before the time appointed of the | 


J and suppliant disposition of the rich mati in tor- 


sentient 


lrejected Jesus would feel, on arguing that, as 


adequate to the conversion of their brethren, 


The poignancy of the reproof was to be ulti- 
mately experienced by those, who were offende( 
with the Son of man because he was the friend of 
sinners ; especially, when they were brought to 
look on him whom they had pierced, and expe- 
rience the tormenting reflections which would 
follow. The remembrance of the past would 
produce torment, while they remained in unbe- 
lief, or an unforgiven state of mind. 

kivery believer in the universal goodness of 


_ God, hesitates not to say, that if those unbelievers 


retain their obduracy and unreconciliation, ina 
future state of being, they will there be subject 
to those chastising reflections by which their 
subduction will be effectuated. But since this 
parable does not necessarily any more apply to 
another world, than that of the “hundred sheep,” 
‘the ten pieces of silver,” ‘the prodigal son,” 
who was dead but made alive, “the unjust stew- 
ard” or any other which can be named, if a mer- 
ciful Providence hath so purposed, that misery 
or torment, awful as it may be, shall be limited 
to the shores of mortality, no benevolent spirits 
will complain. For myself, I should shout for 


gladness, in being convinced, that all punishment 


would prove salutary and terminate in time ; for, 
God forbid I should rejoice at the perpetuity of 
sufferings. ‘There is joy in the belief that, the 
‘‘Lord Jesus shall see of the travail of his soul 
and be satisfied,” when ‘every knee shall bow 
and every.tongue coufess,” according to the spirit 
and genius of his reign. 

Though the parable before us was not designed 
for universal application to all men; i. e. to all 
Jews and all Gentiles, as directly teaching their 
‘iaterest and final hope in him, still, it affords 
several arguments in its connexion, and relation 
| to other scriptures, much in favor of that glorious 
trath, 1. The fact, that Jesus was justifying his 
conduct in reclaiming@and saving sinners, militates 
idirectly against the papal notion, that he will 
}not save the rich man, because he was a_ stnner ; 


jand in connexion with the assertion, he came to 


“save that which was lost,” includes him, and all 
others, in a lost state. 2. The interpretation that 
| we have given, fully accords with those passa- 
ges, which represent a part of Israel as broken 0 

‘in unbelief; and others also, which declare that 
“blindness in part hath happened unto Israe 
until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in ; and 
‘so all Israel shall be saved. I wili be to thema 
God, and they shall be to me a people; for al 
shall know me from the least of them, to the 
greatest.” 3. The favorable effect of their suf- 
\ferings, represented by the yielding, merci 
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ment, is a commentary on such promises as these : 

“The Lord will not cast off forever ; but though | 
he cause grief, yet will he have compassion, ac- | 
cording to the multitude of his TENDER MeERciEs. | 
[ will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and || 
their sins and iniquities will I remember no more. |! 
[ will not contend forever ; for the spirits should | 
fail before me and the souls which I have made. 
I will ransom them fromthe power of the grave or 
hell; I will redeem them from death ; O death, I 
will be thy plagues ; O grave or hell, I will be thy | 
destruction. ‘That, as sin hath reigned unto death, 
even so might grace reign through righteousness 


unto ETERNAL LiFe, by Jesus Christ our Lord.” ) 





[For the Christian Intelligencer.) 
LETTER NO. VI. 
To a Young Universalist Preacher. 


My dear friend.—Every attentive observer of | 
the habits of mankind has found, that many im- 
perfections and inconsistencies mingle with our 
conduct towards our fellow-beings. This is true 
in the concerns of religion, as in other affairs of 
less moment. Among the defects of the religious 
character, I mention the following: we are dis-' 
posed to overrate the importance of our own 
darling tenets, and in the same proportion to 
undervalue the opinions of others. We are fond 
of maintaining differences, and of making them 
as apparent as possible, while we overlook the 
points in which we are in agreement with others. | 
We keep our accounts on one side most accurate- 
ly ; we charge highly for all deviations from our 
own views, while we neglect to give credit where 
our brethren are united with us. From these 
imperfections our conduct takes its character. 
We will preach only our own distinguishing 
doctrines. We pursue a course, which tends to 
fix our hearers in the opinion, that nothing is of 


any value, except the ideas from which we derive | 


our name. Thus, as it appears to me, we con- 

tribute our exertions *to form a corrupt moral 

taste, to induce and foster the exercise of an ex- | 
cluding spirit, and practically to deny the impor- | 
tance of a great part of the New Testament. It 

has already been intimated, that much of the | 
gospel consists of practical matter, of moral pre- | 
cepts and christian duties, all of which the prim- 
itive preachers labored to enforce. This cannot 

be denied. And here is a point of union, in which 

we meet our brethren of other denominations. 

Arguments have often heen advanced, essays have 
been written to prove, that christian fellowship | 
rests on the belief of one article only ; ‘Jesus 
Christ is the son of God ;”? why then, should we 
hesitate to exhibit in our preaching and practice, 
the parts of the great system, in which we ate 
agreed with those, who in other respects differ 
from ourselves ? 


| 


‘ 


| distinguishing sentiments. 
| Universalism supported. 


‘doctrine for which we contend, than b 


ble. You may suppose, that I wish to merge 


al 


—_ $= Ts 


To illustrate my eventiments, and to indicate 
the probable consequences of the course, which 
I am desirous of describing, I will suppose a case, 
which shall exhibit an example in point. You 
are called to preach in a distant town, where your 
peculiar views are not current; perhaps the 
Opposition against them is strong. Those, who 
go to hear you, will expect you to dwell on your 

They will go, to hear 
Possibly they may ex- 
pect, that you will hold forth salvation, without 
the consideration of either faith, repentance, or 
good works. Such notions of our doctrine, we 
know, are entertained by many. Your auditors 
may assemble with the expectation, that you will 
denounce all that does not coincide with the fital 
salvation of all men. Suppose, that you pro- 
nounce a purely moral, or practical discourse ; 
that you insist on the necessity of faith, repent- 
‘ance, and a holy life. You will say, that all 
your hearers will be disappointed. Be it so. 
And if an oppose? of universal grace should ac- 
cost one of your friends, with words like these, 
‘your minister preaches much as others do; I 
am well satisfied,” what evil would arise from 
your having delivered such a discourse? Woubd 
not the effect be the removal of much prejudice 
and misconception ? -And would not the hearers 
feel a stronger disposition to hear you again, till 
their minds might be Jed from the spirit, the 
principles, and the moral tendoncy of the system, 
to the belief and acknowledgment of the system 
itself? As far as my own experience goes, I am 
convinced, that more may be accomplished in 
this way, in winning the mind to the belief of the 
open 
attacks upon the theories of others, with the moet 
labored arguments in deferice of our own. Ia 
many instances, it is as well. to reason from effect 
to cause, as from cause to effect. If we succeed 
in gaining access to the affections, our conquest 
is as sure, as it could be if we made our approach- 
es to the citadel of the heart through the medium 





lof the understanding. 


You may hegin ta imagine, that I am Isharing 


\to effect an amalgamation of seets, which you 
may consider impracticable, and even undesira- 


our 
order in others, and retain no distinction. But 
this is not my purpose. I am willing to be 
known to differ from others, in every thing in 
which a real, an important difference exists. At 
the same time, I am willing, yea desirous to have 
it known, that I agree with christians generally 
in every case in which we are substantially 
| agreed. * T will present to my. hearers, on some 
‘occasions, the sentiments I entertain, respecting 
the final state of all intelligent bémgs ; I will de- 





} 
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fend, as well as I am able, the doctrine of ‘the 
restitution of all things,” when circumstances 
indicate the utility of such a course ; but ] can- 
not, I will not dwell incessantly on the same 
topic, to the neglect of others, which are certain- 


ly of so much importance as to occupy much of | 


the scriptures; Jest by my neglect, I should 


justly incur the charge and the guilt of ‘‘shun- 
ning to declare the wHoLe counsel of God.” 
Yours in christian affection, 


—_——— 





{¥or the Christian Intelligencer.) 
REMARKS 


On an article in a Periodical Work, enjitled, ‘‘Doc- 
trine according to godliness.” 


| 
A reader of the above piece was pleased with 


the scripture Examples of godliness, there intro- 
duced. But the thought occurred, Are the infer- 
ences drawn therefrom, just? Especially the 
following ? ‘‘We learn that to forgive is accord- 
jng to godliness.” This is true. But will godli- 
ness forgive without repentance ? Godliness may 
not “require substitution or vicarious suffering in 
room of the offender.” 
require repentance in the offender, in order to his 
being forgiven? In all the examples mentioned, 
was there not evidence of repentance, before for- 
giveness was exercised ? 
which Jacob received from his brother Esau is a 
striking example of godliness,” saith the writer. 
But did not Jacob give Esau reason to believe that 
he was a humble penitent, willing to make resti- 


tution for the injury done, and to submit hinnself | 


fo be aservant? Would Esau have given any 
example of godliness, if Jacob had pursued him 


swith a powerful army to destroy him, as Saul did | 


David in the wilderness ? 


Why did Esau come out with 400 men to meet 
Jacob, if he felt disposed to pardon or forgive 
him his past offences? Was not Esau as much 
determined to destroy Jacob, as David was to 
destroy Nabal, when Abigail went with her pres- 


ent to turn him from his purpose ? Who would 
not be gladly turned from the fierceness of his 


anger, by such a rich present, offered in such a 
humble and submissive manner ? 
Solomon observes, that, ‘“‘A gift in secret paci- 


fieth anger: and a reward in the bosom, strong | 
Jacob and Abigail, both | 


wrath.” Proy. xxi. 14. 
understood this. I do not say, that David and 
Jsau were not made to act in a godly manner by 
means of the gifts presented them. But. it ap- 
pears very doubtful to me, whether either of 


them would have forgiven their enemies, or those | 


who injured them, had there been no humble 
submission, or generous presents given them. 
To some readers, it would seem, that the idea 


was held to view, in the picce on which I am 


But does not godliness | 


“The kind treatment | 


SS ce ee tat | 
{| remarking, that godliness would forgive, not only 
|| Without a substitution, but without any qualif- 
| cation in the pardoned ; or without repentance. 
It may be said, that Jesus on the cross prayed 
to God, that they, his enemies, might be forgiven. 
True. But did he pray, that they might he for- 
given without repentance ? This is the question. 
| Would the writer of the piece on which I am 
remarking, forgive his enemy (for doubtless he 
has enemies) without some satisfaction ? either 
an acknowledgment or repentance ? To say we 
‘forgive a person who has injured us, or offended 
‘us, and yet not fellowship him, or receive him as 
‘innocent, seems to be inconsistent. When I for- 
give a person, I receive him into his former 
standing before he offended. This was the case 
with the instances mentioned in the above piece. 
Joseph and his brethren are mentioned, as ex- 
‘amples of their offending, and his forgiving them 
‘without any ‘“‘wrath, vengeance, or vindictive 
|justice.” But did he forgive them without any 
evidence of their repentance ? Did he not frown 
upon them at first, shut them all up in ward three 
days, call them spies, and treat them in that 
manner, which was most humbling to them, that 
ihe might prepare them to receive his embraces 
with gratitude and joy? It may be said, that 
Joseph had good will to his brethren, when they 
treated him unkindly, and aimed at their best 
good in all his strange and rough language to 
them. This I grant. But surely, he did not 
‘make himself known to them, as their brother, 
embrace them, and tell them not to be grieved 
and angry with themselves that they had sold 
him into Egypt, until he had obtained satisfactory 
evidence that they were truly humble for thei 
offences, and possessed of a disposition to treat 
their father, and their brother Benjamin, and 
himself well. Nor is it at all likely that Joseph 
would ever have made himself known as their 
brother, if they had never been humbled before 
him, according to the dreams which excited their 
envy and hatred? All that Joseph desired in his 
brethren in order to his forgiving them, and ex- 
alting them to honorable stations in Egypt, was 
true humility and sorrow of heart for their wick- 
edness. And this is all that God requires of his 
sinful creatures. 
After Joseph’s brethren had given evidence of 
/a thorough reformation in their temper and con- 
duct, he would have them grieve no more, for 
| God’s hand must be acknowledged in the event. 
It was God, who sent Joseph into Egypt before 
| them to preserve life. : 
‘Another very interesting example of godliness 
jis set forth in our blessed Saviour’s parable o 
\the prodigal son.” True. But did the Father 
| run to embrace his son, till he saw him return 
‘ing? Did he embrace the prodjgal, till he eame 
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to himself, and formed the resolation to return to | and affections, the hopes and consolations, which 


his Father ? 

~ And in the case of a brother sinning, Jesus did 
not enjoin forgiveness without repentance. “‘If 
he turn again, and say I repent, thou shalt for- 
give him, not only seven times, but until seventy 
timesseven.”” Luke xvii. 3, 4. 

I will grant that God loves his enemies with 
good will, and gives them repentance, through 
the instruction of truth and meekness ; or by his 
spirit and goodness, works repentance in their 
hearts. But he gives them no encouragement to 
continue in sin that grace may abound ; nor does 
he encourage them to hope for forgiveness while 
they continue impenitent, and of an unforgiving 
temper. Yea, Jesus expressly declares, that if 
they forgive not men their trespasses, neither 
will their Father in heaven, forgive their tres- 
passes.”” Matt. vi. 15. 

I do not suppose that God possesses any more 
good will towards a sinner after he has repented 
than he did before. 
represent God as hating the wicked. Psal. xi. 5. 
That is, their wicked temper, which is a part of | 
themselves : and as being angry with them every | 
day. Psal. vii. 11. that is, keeping the wicked | 
in such a state, while impenitent, as appears to 
them that God is angry with them. Neverthe- 
less, God may be using means at the same time, 
as in the case of Joseph, to bring them to repent- 
ance. When they are brought to a proper tem- 








Still, I think, the scriptures || 


simmers ever possess or enjoy, are the gifts of 
God. On the whole, I hardly know when I have 
met with a more scriptural and instructive piece, 
so far as it goes, than the one, on which I have 
been remarking. 1 hope my remarks will not 
injure it, but excite a more careful attention to 
inquire after and consider the important subject. 
If the writer should be among the living, and 
should happen to meet with these remarks upon his 
communication, I hope he will take no offence ; 
but remark upon this article, if he discovers any 
thing improper in it. S.T. 
ge — a 


CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 
PORTLAND....SATURDAY, NOVEMBER II, 1826. 


























“THERE IS WAR IN THE CAMP!” 
Much is said by the friends and advocates for “Tract 
| Societies,” “ Bible Societies,” “ Foreign Missions,” &c. in 





| favor of “ Sunday Schools,” for small children. So plausi- 
‘ble and prepossessmg has this scheme appeared, that many 
people have patronised it, who were conscientiously oppo- 
sed, to the common, money-begzing plans of the day. For 
our own part, we have never entertained an high opinion 
of these infant, religious seminaries. But lest our remarks 
might be misunderstood, and be attributed to an unreason- 
able prejudice and hostility against the devices of our reli- 
gious opponents, we have thought proper to preserve si- 


per of heart, by the Lord’s chastenings, (for | lence upon the subject. And, as a kind Providence would 


whom he loves with good will he chastens for 
their sins,) he will manifest himself to them, as 
a sin-pardoning, and a heart-comforting God. 

That God was made merciful by the sufferings 
of his Son, is a most absurd idea. And another 
almost as absurd is, the idea that God has punish- 
ed the innocent that the guilty might escape 
punishment. 

But as it is proper that sinners should be made | 
sensible of the evil of sin, and be truly humbled 
for it, before they are actually forgiven, or have 
a sense of the pardoning mercy of God; why 
may it not be proper that Jesus should die for our 
sins, in such a sense, that God’s love may be more 
affectingly displayed thereby ? 

Is it not true, that many distinguished men, 
have bled and died for the freedom of our coun- 
try? We do not say, that they died to prevent 
our dying, or to satisfy the vindictive wrath va? 
our enemies, but is it not proper to say, that they 
died to save from slavery and oppression ; and to 
procure, or secure io us independence and happi- 
ness ? | 

I think the love and mercy of the divine | 
Being are the fountain, from whence flows the | 
gift of Christ, the grace of the spirit, and all the} 
means of instruction ; so that all the holy desires 











ordain, we are now saved the trouble of exposing, in our 
own words, the real design of the clergy in establishing 
these schools ; for it has already been done, in a more able 
and convincing manner, by a Meruopist Editor at the 
West. Notwithstanding all that has boastingly been said, 
about the union of diflerent denominations, in promoting 
the great “ ational” objects of piety, it requires no un- 
common sagacity, to discern, wherein the quintessence of 
that unanimity consists. That it does not consist in a un- 
ion of sentiment, in relation to those essential points of doc- 
trine, about which those different sects, formerly contended 
and fought, is known to every one; for,in that respect, 
they are now as distant from each other, as they ever were, 
even in the days of their hottest battles. ‘The truth of the 
case will be most readily known,by reasoning a posteriort ; 
or from the effect to the cause. We discover that their dis- 
agreement, at this time, arises from the division which is 
| made of the monies which are raised hy the amalgama- 
| tion of parties and the concentration of their exertions.— 
|'The dividends are unequal and dishonest. The Baptists 
| and Methodists assist in shaking the bush, but the Presbyte- 








| 


| riang take the most valuable bird. They have been united 
in devising plans for raising money for pious purposes.— 
When any one sect discover that they do not have their 
quota of the cas, they at once complain.— We do not 
speak at random. Let any candid reader examine the fol- 
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lowing extract from the “ Western Armenian and Christian | 
Instructor,” printed at Knoxville, (Tenn.) edited by THom- | 
a8 Brarnoriecy, a Mernopist Minister of high atanding, | 
(as says the Reformer,) and then judge impartially, of the | 
propriety of these remarks. 
AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNTON. 

This institution, originally designed to wnite all religious | 
denominations, is now mostly conducted by the Presbyte- 
rians, and a great part of its funds are hereafter to be ap- 
pret to the support of their missionaries. At their 

ate anniversary, it was stated that since the last anniversa- | 
ry,a committee of missions has been organized by the board, | 
and 31 missionaries have been employed by the Society ; | 
and it has been resolved that all money paid over by socie- 

ties when becoming auxiliaries to this society, shall be ap- 

propriated to the missionary fund. 

How will these Reverend gentlemen reconcile their ap- 
propriating the funds of a union society to the benefit of 
themselves, with the first principles of moral honesty! 1 
is a fact, with which the people in the western country 
showld be made acquainted, that all the ‘union’ Societies 
in the east, that make such pretensions to liberality of prin- 
ciple, are in the hands of different casts of Presbyterians, 
(as they call themselves) and are used for the support of| 
their ministers. The country is thronged with young col- 
lege-bred men, who can get no other occupations, and are 


| 


| 
| 


| have we that the soul or spirit shall survive the body or 
‘exist in a future state? ‘This is certainly a most impor. 
tant subject, and I hope you will give it thas attention 
which its importance deserves. 
Respectfully Yours, 
Hiram, Nov. 1826. 


A.g 


REPLY. 
Dear Sir,—We are pleased that you should offer the 
|above inquiry. ‘The answer is, probably, no less necessary 


| for the satisfaction of many others, than for your own, 


You would not have been “surprized” at the brevity of our 
reply, to the question by our intelligent friend and brother, 
“J. B.” had you understood its particular bearing. He did 
| not ask for evidence that the spirit of man will survive the 
| death of the body, or that man will exist in a future state: 
| but solely for the scriptural proofs that the soul of man is 
immortal. But as 
you have proposed another inquiry, we shall answer you 
vith cheerfulness and candor; directing our remarks, 





Our answer, therefore, was pertinent. 


iy 
principally, to two points. 
Ist. 


| tween the soul and the 


There is a manifest distinction in the Bible, be- 
spirit of human nature. We read 


employed as agents to travel about, form auxiliary socie- || in Hebrews 6: 12. of “the dividing asunder of soul and 


ties, _ beg a: ; These bigoted young men, —e I spirit.” But if these were two words of synonymous im- 
up with th wide 4 ief : ity issionate rough |} . : 
I e pride of brief authority,” miss! t ©, || port, both relating to the self-same thing, there could be no 


the country till they “receive a call,” as they term it, and |) fb? | rede . ’ n 
settle down as pastors of congregations. ‘Then their prin- y “dividing asunder,” without a destruction of existence, St. 
| 


cipal object is accomplished. ‘The most of those who visit 


xe yt tine ’aul says, Ist Thess. 5: 23, “I pray God your whole spirit 
our country are of this description. And it will be, and has 


{ 


(pneuma) and soul (psuche) and body (soma) be preserved 


in part already been the case, with the “pious indigents” 
who have been gathered up from the surrounding coun- 
tries, and educated in our Western ‘Tlieological Institu- 
tions. They travel about, hunting a call, till, poor boys, 
the most of them are obliged to leave the country, or take 
up with some otheremployment. Some of them have been 
listening for some time, in different towns and settlements, 
and have occasionally heard a “ small voice,” or “ common 
call,” but very few have been favored as yet with a special 
or effectual call. Their high-toned pretensions must no 
doubt come down, and they will be willing yet to be teach- 
ers of country schools, or instructors of small children in 
wealthy families. 

The above Union School has connected with it at this | 
time, 400 auxiliaries, 2,131 schools, 19,208 teachers—and | 
135,074 scholars. They have auxiliary societies in every 
state in the union. Other societies are rapidly amalgama- 
ting with them, and their increasing influence is, at least, a | 
hint to other denominations to “ wateh” as well as “ pray !” | 
for this mammoth institution has under its care more schol- | 
ars than all others ; yea, three times the number. We | 
{Methedists} cannot be too cautious in our intercourse with || 


| 
| 


| blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Is 
there not a visible distinction here, between the body, soul, 
and spirit of man? Why may it not as easily be shown, 
| that there is a sameness between the spirit and the body, 

as between the soul and the spirit? So that, if it should 
| be proved that the pneuma, the spirit of man survives the 
leath of the body, it would not from thence follow, that 
| the psuche, the soul does, likewise. 


mi 


2Qdly. But we do not rely, even on this seriptural dis- 
tinetion of soul and spirit, as evidence of human immor- 
tality. The metaphysical speculations of the schoolmen, 
| answer very well for serious amusement; but they are 
not the marble pillars of truth; on which our faith and 
| hope can rest, as on the rock of immutable firmness.— 
| When critically tested by the chisel and mallet of close 
investigation, they are found to be as unsubstantial as 


er . . i] idle 2 Pn aca, 4 , 
those divines who conceal the deformed parts of their sys- | pillars of compressed sand. The edifice, however superb 
tem, and meet us with the smile of friendship, and saluta- | and dazzling, which is erected on such a foundation, is 


tion of “Union!” They seldom act thus without design. 
They wish to use the members and influence of other, 
churches as the monkey did the “ cat’s paws.” 
> sale 

[For the Christian Intelligencer.} | 
THE SOUL’S IMMORTALITY. 

Mr. Eprror—I noticed, with no small degree of sur-| 
prize, the observations in the 14th No. of your paper, 
on the immortality of the Soul. You say, in answer to the 
questions by “J. B.” “Whatever may he the fact of the 
case, the Seriptures do not speak of the Soul’s inmortali- 
ty, or employ any equivalent expression on that subject.” 
Now, Sir, if you are correct in your remark, what evidence 


a. . : 
i liable to be shaken and demolished by the winds and 
storms by which it may be assailed. 

The only satisfactory evidence which we can present of 


|| inan’s immortality or future state of existence, is embraced 


| in the scriptural declarations of a resurrection from death, 
and achange from mortality, to immortality. See Matt. 
22: 23--33. In the resurrection, men are as the angels 
Examine also, 1 Cor, chap. 15: esp 


cially, from verse 50, to 57. 


| 
} 


of God in heaven. 


| neces 


Dear Sir, after having carefully consulted the evide 
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to which we have alluded, and such others as may occur 
to your mind, if you remain unsatisfied, be so kind as to 
specify the inadequacy of the testimony, and we shall be. 
happy to give you all the attention, which the importance. 
of the subject requires, 





[The Editor tenders his respectful acknowledgments to | 
his senior brother im the ministry, IH. B.” for the following 
candid and pertinent reply to his questions in the Intelli- 
vencer, on page 109, and takes this opportunity to recom- | 
mend the article to the particular consideration of his rea- | 
ders. Should it be found convenient, some remarks will | 
appear in a future number of this publication, on the sub- 
ject of Miracles and Miraculous Conversions.| 





knowledgment of the truth, by ordinary Instruction, may 
be us genuinely converted as was St. Paul, but not by the 
means of miracle. 

Jam, Sir, sensible that questions on this subject, too 
subtle for me to solve, may be stated ; and 1 feel admon- 
ished by my inability, carefully to circumseribe my investi- 
gations within plain scripture limits. I am, Sir, with due 
respects your most humble servant, Il. B.  [U. Mag. 





_ Socisi Rerigioes Lisraries. Our friend, at Lerps 

Lis respectfully informed, that we earnestly approve the 
plan of forming Libraries of the character he designates. 
But we,cannot conveniently determine, as to the precise 
Works which would be, in oar opinion, most useful as a 
selection, till we know something of the probable sum to 
be expended. However, as we have always cheerfully 
lent our aid, in furnishing our friends in the country with 
Books, for similar purposes, we should gladty do the same, 





MIRACULOUS CONVERSION. 


70 the Editor of the Christian Intelligencer— 

Sin—After acknowledging my obligation for the favora- 
ble notice taken of my communication on the subject of 
Narunat and Revearep Reciaion,in the Intelligencer 
of October 28th, I will proceed to Offer a reply to your | 
query respecting Miraculous Conversion. 

Let the conversion of St. Paul be the subject. I think 
all Christian people are agreed, that he was miraculously 
converted. Now what you require of me is to suggest the 
«difference between such a conversion and a natural one, 
1 am seasible, my brother, that I shall handle this subject 
but very imperfectly, owing to several unavoidable causes, 
among which the nature of the subject may be considered 
as not the least. 

It seems necessary, that we allow, that miracle does not 
exclude the powers of nature, in its effectual operations ; 
for according to St. Paul’s account of his conversion, how- 
ever supernatural causes might be concerned, his own nat- 
ural powers were the mediums of operation. By his seuse 
of vision he saw alight ; by his sense of hearing he heard 
a voice ; What was spoken was in the Hebrew tongue, a 
language Which he was taught, no doubt, in his childhood, 
Through the operations of these mediums this man was 
converted from a mad persecutor to a friend of the religion 
of Jesus Christ. Wherein then was there any thing not 
to be aceounted for on naturalyorinciples or causes 2 An- 
swer: We know not the immediate cause of so powerful 
alight, at mid-day, which far exceeded the light of the sun : 
we are unable to account, on the principle of natural caus- 
es, for the voice which he heard, and for the utterance, in 
an audible manner, of the question which was asked him, 
and of the answer which was given to his question. If we 
should say, that some very artful person, who professed 
christianity, had contrived some yethod of deception, by | 
which all this was carried on, and that thisconversion Was 
the effect of fraud, then, of course, we should account for 
the whole affair on natural principles, but we should there- 
by deny any miracle in the case. ‘The conclusion then is 
this: A miracle is an act, in which nature is assisted out 
of its ordinary course, and by causes not to be accounted 
for on natural principles. 

When Jesus gave sight te one who was born blind, we 
are not informed that the organs of vision, thus bestowed, 
were at all different from such as nature usually furnishes 
her children at their birth; and this remark may apply to, 








other miracles ; their result vever exceeded the gifts of} 


hature, but their causes could not be found in the erdinary | 
cultlrse of nature. | 

But when people in the days of Jesus, were persuad d, 
by his preaching, and convinced by his reasoumy, we may 
hot say, that their conversion was miraculous. So im any 
other age of the church, whoever is brought to the ae 





in this case. We could, without much inconvenience, 
| procure a selection of the most useful and approved aw 
thors of our order. Directions will be promptly executed, 


‘!/ in behalf of our friends and brethren. 








[For the Christian Intelligencer] 


A SEASONABLE INTIMATION, 

Br. Streerer——As it has been customary with you for 
years past, to remind your distant Subscribers, [in partic- 
}ular}in this State, that they would have an opportunity of 
forwarding payment, by the Members of the Legislature, 
I deem it my duty to inform you, that those Volices have, 
in general, been too long delayed to be of any service. In 
| some ipstances, to my certain knowledge, the Members 
| from a great distance, have been on their way to the seat 
of Government, before your notices had reached the towns 
‘in which they resided. I give you this intimation, that you 
tay lose no time in reminding your distant friends of the 
‘meeting of the Legislature, that they may have time to 
‘see your ./gents in sundry places, without much inconve- 

nience, ahd thereby have your dues forwarded to you 
| without the expense of postage ; and, above all, without 
our being struck purblind by repeated duns in a religious 
paper; which, however, are justifiable, when they cannot 
be well omitted on the part of the publisher. 


, Oct. 1826, PASSAMAQUODDY. 


t 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
“Livermore” was gratefully received, and will appear 
in our next. We hope to be furnished with a succession 
| of articles from the same pen. 

“Opservatror” is under consideration ; and will proba- 
biy be inserted. Lis remarks are soundly severe, 
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MARRIED, 


In this town, by the Rev. Mr. Jenkins, Capt. Albert Jowett to Miss 
Louisa A. Hutchins. 

By the Rev. Dr. Payson, Mr. John Elder to Miss Mary, daughter of 
Mr. Joseph Owen. 








DIED, 

In this town, Mr. Philip Fowler, aged 51] years.—Miss Plizabeth 
| Williams, formerly of Boston, aged 18. 
In Boston, on the 22¢ ult. Mr. Joun Lavn, aged 48, an excellent 
| member of the Central Universalist Society. While we lend eur 
bosoms to those sympathies, which such a loss awakens, we joyfully 
| participate in the tiumphs of bis faith, whee h Was so strong and so full 

of the hope of glory, that death with his retinue of terrors, was disarm- 
ed and compelled to approach him asa frend. His dying testimony 
| disproves the assertion, that Universalism wall yield ne consolatiog in 





| death. —U. Mag. 
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From the Rockingham Gazette. 
THE AUTUMN EVENING. 
Behold the western evening light! 
It melts in deep’ning gloom: 


So calmly Christians sink away, 
Descending to the tomb. 


The winds breathe low—the withering leaf 
Scarce whispers from the tree ! 

So gently flows the parting breath 
When good inen cease to be. 


How beautiful on all the hills 
The crimson light is shed ! 

’Tis like the peace the Christian gives 
To mourners round hia bed. 


How mildly on the wandering cloud 
The sunset beam is cast ! 

Tis like the memory left behind 
When lov’d ones breathe their last. 


And now above the dews of niglit 
The yellow star appears! 

So faith springs in the hearts of those 
Whose eyes are bathed in tears. 


But soon the morning’s happier light 
lis glories siall restore ; 

And eyelids that are seal’d in death 
Shall wake to close no more. 


board the pilot boat, then under the lee, he would 

on his arrival at Liverpool, arrest him for false 
‘imprisonment. Capt. Hackstaff, thus addressed 
_by one of his passengers, and not relishing leg} 
| process at the end of the voyage, sent Mr. Hogan 
| on board the pilot boat, from which he was trans. 
ferred, at his own desire, to thé President, she be. 
ing under full sail, clearing the light-house, ang 
ina few days the Rev. Mr. Hogan may reach the 
capital of South Carolina, and ‘further the de. 
ponent saith not.” 

Mr. Hogan is a man of talent, and taking his 
whole career into consideration, it strikes us that 
he should have pursued the career of arms, rather 
than the mild profession of the church. 

NM. ¥. Enquirer. 








Ours, (says the editor of the Christian Exami- 
ner) isa government which rests upon the shoul- 
ders of the people. It is a sovereignty of the 
mind. It is a government of character. And with 
the character of the people, it will be strong or it 
will be weak ; it will stand or it will fall. . This 
is a first, a fixed, an eternal truth in relation to 
institutions like ours. We, above all men, in our 
political capacity, have need to cherish the prin- 
ciples of religion and virtue ; to strengthen our 
patriotism with piety ; to bear with usa religious 





CLERICAL MOVEMENTS. 








The Rev. Mr. Hogan, we believe, is well 


known in Philadelphia, if not in this city, 
and has been distinguished as the cause of consid- 
erable commotion in the former place: He has 
recently made a visit to New Jersey, and in some 
dispute the Rev. Gentleman sent his antagonist a 
challenge to fight aduel. JInstead of meeting Mr. 
Hogan in the usual way, not with ‘ Bell, Book 
and candle,” but with hair triggers, ‘ lint,probe- 
stick and plaster,” he very fairly handed him 
over to the Grand Jury, and he was indicted for 
challenging ‘‘against the statute in such case 
made and provided ;” but the Reverend Gentle- 
man not recognizing any court, except the eccle- 
siastical court, refused to obey the mandates of 
the law, and actually drew a pair of pistols on 
the officers—put them at defiance, and came off 
to New York. Here he was arrested as a _ fugi- 
tive from justice, and lodged in Bridewell. An 
attempt was made without effect to liberate him 
by habeas corpus, and his friends interfered.— 
They obtained and paid for his passage to Liver- 
pool, on board the William Symes, and Mr. Ho- 
gan was escorted on board, bag and baggage, and 
set sail with a fair wind. 


When in sight of the 
light-house, the Rev. Gentleman turned to the 
Captain, told him he was forced on board his ves- 





sel against his will, and if he did not put him on | 


veneration for the past, and a religious solicitude 
for the most momentous futurity that ever await- 
ed any nation. We, above all men, have at once 
the most urgent occasion and the’ justest reason 
to bind our hearts to the country of our birth, of 
our education, of our religion, of our fathers’ 
| battles, and of our childrens’ heritage, with filial 
| gratitude and piety. 








There was somethitig of novelty, it is true, but 
/not less of reason, in the proceedings of a late es- 
'teemed minister of New-England, who, at the 

close of a very badly sung psalm, read another to 
| the choir, saying, * you must try again ; for it is 
| impossible to_preach after such singing !” 


FOR SALE, 
AT THE ARGUS OFFICE, AND BY THE EDITOR, 


'BALFOUR’S SECOND INQUIRY. 


q 
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7 Persons who have subscribed for the 2nd Inquiry are requested to call for 
| then at the Editor's house, 


| SERMON by Rev. H. Baxtou, 2d, at the In 
| stallation of Rev. Mr. Farnsworth. 
BALFOUR’S _ 
FIRST AND SECOND INQUIRY, 
FOR SALE BY 
NATIVL. SWAZEY, BATH, (Maine. ) 
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